
ALLARE
WELCOME!
Services

1st and 3rd Sundays
at 10 am

Childcare and
spiritual exploration

offered for our
young ones.

Coffee & Conversation
following services

We hold our
Summer Services
in our Church at
2 Justin Morrill

Highway, Vt. Rte. 132
in South Strafford.
Fall andWinter
Services across the
street at Barrett Hall.
Church and Barrett are
handicap accessible

Contact Information

John Freitag
(802) 765-4003
P.O. Box 26

S. Strafford, VT
05070

www.strafforduu.org
or on Facebook

Rev. Telos Whitfield
(802) 376-4977

telosw@gmail.com

2019-2020
Church Officers

Moderator –John Freitag
Assistant Moderator –
Marissa Mazzucco
Treasurer –
Suzanna Liepmann
Secretary – open
Trustees –Katie Botsford
Andrew Lane and
Lee Funston

Universalist Society of Strafford
Member of the Unitarian Universalist Association

January 2020 Newsletter
“To loveandbe loved is to feel the sun fromboth sides.” DavidViscott

Worship Services
Sunday, January 5th at 10am - Crafting our 2020 Vision led by Rev. Telos Whitfield.
We begin the new year together, and ponder how to co-create a vision led by our hearts,
wisdom and experiences. 12th Night honors the history of three wise men arriving with
gifts for the magi, the newborn Jesus, they witnessed an epiphany, and birth of the new.
Can we expect the unexpected and be open to epiphanies that might arrive?
Sunday, January 19th at 10am - Dying - It's Not All About You led by Cappy Nunlist.
Our service will offer an opportunity to think deeply about our feelings about death, and
how our end-of-life decisions impact others around us. Join us as we explore the
universal experience of dying.
Saturday, January 11, 12:30 - 4:30pm - Responding with 2020 Vision to the
Climate Crisis Conference, held at UU Congregation of Upper Valley in Norwich, VT.
(320 Rt. 5 S. across from the Family Place.) co-hosted by Upper Valley UU
congregations. Key note by Rev. Jim Antal; workshops on local, state and national
actions. Free and open to everyone!

Message from our Minister

“For last year’s words belong to last year’s language
and next year’s words await another voice.”

T.S. Eliot

We rest together at the doorway of a new year, and what will this new chapter bring? We
don’t know. But we can imagine what it is we might want or need, or hope for. We can
imagine a gentler, more peaceful world. We can imagine that new possibilities might
present themselves to us. Or we might hope for pain to be lessened, fear to be reduced or
joy to increase for anyone and everyone that we know and can imagine. We might
anticipate that we will be ready for the unexpected. “For last year’s words belong to
last year’s language and next year’s words await another voice.” Perhaps this is the year
that our voice needs to be heard in a new way! There might be an idea that we have been
imagining and holding, and we might just muster the courage to share it, to help make
our idea a reality. Epiphany can mean “a moment of sudden revelation or insight” that
we might believe happens only rarely and might not happen for us. But it does and
actually might occur much more often than we imagine. We have had these sudden
insights, we know we have. And then it becomes about what we choose to do, or how we
act upon them. Our insight or idea might be spoken in this new individual voice, and it
then might be heard by our family, our friends, our community. 2020 might be the year
that we lend our voice to this, our faith community. What ideas or insight, care or
creativity do you feel called to offer to us? We are co-creating this community, together!

http://www.strafforduu.org
tel:802-376-4977
mailto:telosw@gmail.com


“What we call the beginning is often the end. And to make an end is to make a beginning. The end is where we
start from.”More words from the poet, T.S. Eliot to remind us that yes, this year is coming to an end but we rest
on that threshold of a new year, new
Blessings, Rev. Telos

Holy Days, Days to Remember - January
January 1st - Gantan-sai (New Years) - Shinto
January 3rd - Vasant Panchami** - Hindu
January 5th - Twelfth Night - Christian

January 5th - Guru Gobindh Singh Birthday - Sikh
January 6th - Epiphany - Christian

January 6th - Dia de los Reyes (Three Kings Day) - Christian
January 10th - 12th - Mahayana New Year** - Buddhist

January 12th - Baptism of Jesus - Christian
January 13th - Maghi - Sikh

January 18th - 25th - Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
January 19th - World Religion Day* - Baha’i

January 28th - Tu BiShavat - Jewish

*holiday begins the evening before.
* * Local and regional customs may vary on the dates.

* * *

Supporting our Unitarian Universalist Service Committee - Guest At Your Table
2019-2020 Theme:Women Leaders, Strong Communities

**We are sending in our donation in January**

Since the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee's (UUSC) founding 79 years ago, our work has been
shaped and sustained by women’s leadership. Today, we are proud to partner with women leaders who
are increasing representation for women in their communities, while strengthening access to justice for
all. Here are the women leaders and their important work: A climate activist from Kiribati, Pelenise is
responding boldly to climate change in the Pacific; Marta Velásquez is working to support victims of
violence and eradicate violence against women in Honduras; Wai Wai is helping prevent violence and
bridge ethnic and religious divides in Burma; and in Mexico and the U.S., Monica is using the arts to

bolster resiliency and leadership among migrants.

There are GAYT boxes available at our church services to place change and other money in; and
we will send in our collective donation in January. To supporting social justice for our faith!

https://www.uusc.org/commemorating-women-human-rights-defenders-on-world-humanitarian-day/
https://www.uusc.org/commemorating-women-human-rights-defenders-on-world-humanitarian-day/


We invite you to join in
Responding with 2020 Vision to the Climate Crisis

Conference on Saturday, January 11th from 12:30pm - 4:30pm
At the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Upper Valley

320 Route 5 S. in Norwich across from the Family Place
Keynote Speaker - Rev. JimAntal, author of Climate Church, Climate World
Workshops include: Advocacy for the Green New Deal led by Rev. Jim Antal

Effective Legislation at the State Level, led by Reps. Zachariah Ralph, VT and Lee Oxenham, NH
Actions in Churches and Communities led by Rev. Tom Kinder, UCC and Rev. Telos Whitfield

Free and open to everyone!
For more information, contact Zara Reeves at sdreeves1@gmail.com

or check our website strafforduu.org and our facebook page
Sponsored by Unitarian Universalist Congregations of the Upper Valley

in Strafford, Norwich, Woodstock and Hartland

* * *

Strafford UU Society Monthly Business Meeting Wed. December 4, 2019

Present: Andrew L., John F., Suzanna L., Katy B., Gayle G., Telos W. (minister), Marissa M. , Cat S., Lee F.
Meeting convened: 6:50pm , John F., moderator presiding

1. Opening words, Telos lead

2. Secretary’s Report - no meeting in November

3. Treasurer’s Report
a. Preliminary cash reconciliation report

b. Pledge Summary

c. Because these reports are still preliminary, no action taken

4. Minister’s Report
a. Review of worship services - November and December; looking ahead to January

b. Review of pastoral care and community involvement
c. Review of climate justice conference on Sat. Jan. 11 event, Rev. Jim Antal speaking; to be
held at the UU Congregation building in Norwich.
Motion: We contribute $25 from our climate symposium fund. --- Approved unanimously.

5. Old Business
a. Planning for Solstice event: Sunday, December 15th at 5:30 at Lee Funston’s home
b. Worship Services in January and February

6. New Business

mailto:sdreeves1@gmail.com


a. Board meeting to be on Wed. January 8th - Rev. Paul Sawyer to attend and share
information on NNED UUA district merger into New England region.

Adjourned 8:10 pm

Our next Business Meeting will be Wed. January 8th, 6:30pm at Lee Funston’s home at
192 Justin Morrill Hwy. in Strafford. Everyone is welcome!

If you have questions or ideas, ways you want to be involved, please contact our board members: Moderator,
John Freitag, Assistant Moderator, Marissa Mazzucco, Treasurer, Suzanna Liepmann, or our Trustees, Katy

Botsford, Lee Funston and Andrew Lane; or our minister, Rev. Telos Whitfield.

Thank you for being a part of this community!

Now is the Time to Make your Pledge
At our business meeting in January, the board and trustees will be making a decision ( based on our financial
picture) whether to continue or adopt a new model of operation. If we need to consider new models, every effort
will be made to include members and friends in this discussion.

Now is that time that members and friends to play a critical role in how we proceed.
Please fill out the pledge form with this letter. Your response will determine what direction we take.

* * *

Universalist Society of Strafford
Annual Fund
2019/2020

 Enclosed is my/our gift of $______ to the Church

 I/we pledge $1 per day to the Church, for a total of $365

 I/we pledge $50 per month to the Church, for a total of $600

 I/we pledge $_________ to the Church for the year, to be paid ____________

___________________________________ __________________
Name(s) Date
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